
8th Grade Unit 5 

Term Definition Nonlinguistic 

gene 

A unit of heredity which 
is transferred from a 
parent to offspring and 
is held to determine 
some characteristic of 
the offspring. 

 

DNA 

  
 Deoxyribonucleic acid: 
the genetic material that 
carries information 
about an organism and 
is passed from parent to 
offspring.  

RNA 

A polymeric molecule  
essential in various 
biological roles in 
coding, decoding, 
regulation and 
expression of genes. 

 

mutations 

Any change in the DNA 
of a gene or a 
chromosome. 

 

random 

Something with no 
obvious plan, pattern, or 
necessity. 
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traits 
A genetically determined 
characteristic. 

 

inheritance 

To derive (a quality, 
characteristic, or 
predisposition) 
genetically from one's 
parents or ancestors. 

 

inheritable 
traits 

An inheritable trait is 
one that is genetically 
determined. Inherited 
traits are passed from 
parent to offspring 

 

species 

A group of similar 
organisms that can mate 
with each other and 
produce offspring that 
can also mate and 
reproduce. 

 

infer 

To make a conclusion 
based on prior 
knowledge or evidence. 
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advantageou
s 

Involving or creating 
favorable circumstances 
that increase the 
chances of success or 
effectiveness; beneficial. 

 

disadvantage
ous 

Involving or creating 
unfavorable 
circumstances that 
reduce the chances of 
success or effectiveness. 

 

probability 

A number that describes 
how likely it is that a 
particular event will 
occur. 

 

generation 

Group of genetically 
related organisms 
constituting a single step 
in the line of descent. 
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offspring 

The product of the 
reproductive processes 
of an animal or plant 

 

seedling 

A young sporophyte 
developing out of a plant 
embryo from a seed 

 

variation 

Any difference between 
individuals of the same 
species. 

 

adaptations 

An inherited behavior or 
physical characteristic 
that helps an organism 
survive and reproduce in 
its environment. 

'[
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genetic 
variation 

The difference in DNA 
among individuals or the 
differences between 
populations.  

diversity 

The range of different 
inherited traits within a 
species. 

 

artificial 
selection 

The process by which 
humans breed only 
those organisms with 
desired traits to produce 
the next generation; 
selective breeding. 

 

natural 
selection 

The process by which 
organisms that are best 
adapted to their 
environment are most 
likely to survive and 
reproduce. 

 

competition 

The struggle between 
organisms to survive as 
they attempt to use the 
same limited resources 
in the same place at the 
same time. 
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evolution 

Change over time; the 
process by which 
modern organisms have 
descended from ancient 
organisms. 

 

coevolution 

The process by which 
two species evolve in 
response to changes in 
each other over time. 

 
 


